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April 13, 2020

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: .. .(gavel). .. Will the Economic Development and Budget
Committee please come to order. Aloha kakahiaka kakou. Itis 9:06 on April 13, 2020.
A reminder for everyone to please silence your cell phones and please remain on mute
unless you are ready to speak. We'll start off with introductions. “O wai ka Iku Ha'i o
kéia Komike, Keani Rawlins-Fernandez. I'm the Chair of the Economic Development
and Budget Committee Keani Rawlins-Fernandez, and we have with us this morning
our Committee Vice-Chair Kelly King.

VICE-CHAIR KING: Aloha kakahiaka. I've just got something stuck in my throat. Aloha
kakahiaka, Chair and fellow Councilmembers, ready to start a new week.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Aloha kakahiaka. Member Shane Sinenci.
COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Aloha kakahiaka kakou.
CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Aloha. Member Mike Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Aloha kakahiaka, Madam Chair, from beautiful overcast
Makawao. Good morning.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Aloha kakahiaka. Council Chair Alice Lee.
COUNCILMEMBER LEE: .. .(inaudible). . . and good morning.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Okay. Okay, Council Chair Alice Lee. I got you. Now you're
unmuted. :

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Oh, okay. You mean that was rehearsal. Okay.
CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: For the second time, dzien dobry, and that’s for all of our Polish
friends and that means good morning.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Good morning. I don’t think I can even attempt that one right
now. Mahalo. Member Riki Hokama.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Aloha, Chair.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Aloha. Member Tamara Paltin.
COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Aloha kakahiaka kakou from rainy Napili.
CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Aloha. Member Yuki Lei Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Good morning from Kula.
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CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Good morning. And Pro Temp Tasha Kama.
COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Aloha kakahiaka, Chair, all the way from Kahului.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Aloha kakahiaka. We have with us from Corporation Counsel,
Deputy Corporation Counsel Mimi Desjardins.

MS. DESJARDINS: Good morning.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Good morning. We’re going to have representatives from
Department of Parks and Recreation, Department of Personnel, and Department of
Planning, as well as Budget Director Yoshimura, but it looks like we have Wendy filling
in. I think...it looks like? Yeah. And then our Committee Staff, we have with us today,
Committee Secretary Yvette Bouthillier, Legislative Analysts Shelly Espeleta,
Chester Carson, Lesley Milner, and Kasie Apo Takayama. We have one item on today’s
agenda, EDB-1, Proposed Fiscal Year 2021 Budget for the County of Maui. We’ll begin
with public testimony. Oral testimony via phone or teleconference will be accepted.
Testifiers wanting to provide video testimony should have joined the online meeting via
the BlueJeans meeting link, bluejeans.com /597785199, as today...as noted on today’s
agenda. Testifiers wanting to provide audio testimony should have participated via
phone conference by dialing 1-408-317-9253 and entering meeting code 597 785 199
also noted on today’s agenda. Written testimony is highly encouraged by sending your
comments to EDB.Committee@mauicounty.us. Oral testimony is limited to three
minutes. If you're still testifying beyond that time, I'll kindly ask you to complete your
testimony. When testifying, please state your first and last name. If you are testifying
on behalf of a organization or are a paid lobbyist, please inform the Committee. I will
post a link to the testifiers’ log-in chat so testifiers will be able to see where they are on
the list as I did on, at Thursday’s meeting. However, please be mindful that the use of
chat during the meeting, chat should be limited to the Committee’s review of the FY 21
Budget and should not be used to provide testimony or to chat with other testifiers. If
providing testimony, please be courteous to others by muting your microphone while
waiting for your turn to testify. Participants who wish to view the meeting only without
providing testimony, please view a live cablecast on Akaku Channel 53. You can also
visit mauicounty.us/agendas to access live and archived meeting videos. For a
click-here link to BlueJeans meeting and for up-to-date information on the Budget,
please visit www.mauicounty.us/2021budget. Ill remind Committee Members,
Administration, and the public to please be patient with us as we continue to navigate
through this new platform, and we’ll proceed with oral testimony. We have seven
individuals signed up to testify. Staff has been monitoring people joining today’s
meeting by phone and by video, and we’ll do our best to take each person up in an
orderly fashion. First to testify is Darren Lerner from UH Sea Grant College Program,
followed by Kevin Watkins, Maui Sustainable Solutions. If youll please unmute
yourself, Darren Lerner, you’re up first. Please proceed with your testimony.

. . .BEGIN PUBLIC TESTIMONY. . .
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MR. LERNER: Can you hear me?
CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. LERNER: Can you hear me okay? Okay. Thank you. Mahalo, Chair Rawlins-Fernandez
and Committee Members, for the opportunity to express our appreciation for your
continued support of the Hawaii Sea Grant Coastal Processes Extension Program and
the Dune Management and Public Access Program in partnership with the County of
Maui Planning Department. As we all manage and eventually emerge from COVID-19,
we really want to emphasize the goal of sustainable economies. In Hawaii where the
environment is the economy and the economy is the environment, it really cannot be
understated that these Maui-based partnership programs directly contribute to both
economic and environmental resilience and recovery. The Coastal Processes Extension
Program is a 21-year partnership with the County of Maui to provide onsite specialized
expertise and technical assistance to support resilience-focused planning, decision
making and outreach on topics related to coastal hazards, coastal management, and
climate change, including of course beach erosion and sea-level rise impacts. We have
a host of other key program benefits, to name a few, significant leveraging capacity, over
the last five years Hawaii Sea Grant has been awarded 1.5 million in grant funding that
directly supports the County of Maui, and I have to put, give a shout out the
Tara Owens, of course, who’s online here, and she’s played such a significant role in
bringing in that funding. Also through public outreach and education and providing
thousands of presentations and workshops through a range of organizations across the
County and providing a direct link to the University enterprise through our network of
extension specialists within our own university across the state and the region and
across the nation. With regard to the dune management and public access program,
the grant funding allows Hawaii Sea Grant to provide leadership and coordination for
continuation of a longstanding and successful coastal dune restoration program that
has formally been implemented by Maui volunteers. These restoration initiatives have
and will continue to help design and refine the strategies and tools for conservation and
restoration for Hawaii dune environments, which are critical for protecting and
maintaining our beaches, protection of public infrastructure property and shoreline
access as well as ecosystem services such as nesting sites for endangered seabirds. The
volunteer capacity for this program is ending without new leadership; and beginning in
FY ’20, the County of Maui Department of Planning has established a partnership with
our Sea Grant Program to coordinate the program and to continue to provide the
scientific basis for implementation as well as education programming for students,
volunteers, and visitors. I want to make sure to clarify the Budget request as you review
them and we did submit written testimony that is more at length than what I've provided
here orally. The proposed FY 21 Budget figures indicate increased budgets for both
programs. This is due to a proposal for a 15-month contract rather than 12, and this
is a strategy we've been honestly struggling a little bit and really need to see how we can
and we believe this will work to decouple the annual renewing contract period from the
start of the County fiscal year. .. .(bellrings)... That must be my buzzer at three
minutes. I want to just say that we have provided additional funding and a lot of
leveraging. And in fact, we have a long history of contributing at least 100 percent or
more in leverage and match to the funding provided by the County, and we certainly
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welcome any questions or suggestions related to this work. I am going to hang on to
the line here if there are questions, and thank you very much for the opportunity to
submit testimony. Mahalo.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Mr. Lerner. Okay, so, Members, that item that
Mr. Lerner was referring to is found in your Budget Narrative Program Budget on
Page 460 and that is the $148,731 item. Members, any need for clarification from our
testifier? Member Paltin?

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: I just was wondering if that volunteer capacity program that you
were speaking of is the Bob and Lis Richardson one?

MR. LERNER: Yes, it is.
COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Okay, thank you.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Member Paltin. Members, any other need for
clarification? Okay, seeing none, Mr. Lerner, you plan to stay on as a resource? Oh,
I'm sorry. Committee Vice-Chair King?

VICE-CHAIR KING: Thank you. I was raising my hand earlier. So, I just wanted to check and
see...thank you for being here, Mr. Lerner. There’s the additional in my priority list also
the Kihei Coastal Dune Restoration Project that is probably part of...it came out of your
office as a recommendation as well, but I'm just wondering if this funding will allow you
to reestablish a volunteer program that you said is ending. I think that’s...

MR. LERNER: Yeah, that is very much a...yes, | agree. We all agree, and it is very much a
part of what we would seek to build in the coming years as we stand up this program.
As you know, the folks that have done so thus far as volunteers have done a tremendous
job; and in support, Tara has been there, and so our program has been a part of this
for quite some time. But absolutely, the capacity that’s brought to bear from volunteers
simply can’t be provided by the County and by our Sea Grant Program alone, but we do
intend to, not only restore if you will but build that volunteer program.

VICE-CHAIR KING: Okay, great. Thank you. Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Committee Vice-Chair King. So, Members, if I ask if
you have a question and you have your hand up and I don’t call on you, just unmute
yourself and just say “Chair” because in gallery I don’t always see all Councilmembers,
especially during testimony when other people’s videos are on. So, I believe what
Committee Vice-Chair King also pointed out was a second line item for Dune
Management and Public Shoreline Access for $157,000. And so both, Mr. Lerner was
testifying on both items.

VICE-CHAIR KING: Oh, Chair?

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Committee Vice-Chair King?
-5-
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VICE-CHAIR KING: Yeah, the additional item that I was talking about was a recommendation
that came in after the Mayor’s Budget from the same program, and they were...it was
part of a two-part priority that I had put in for coastal management positions in Planning
as well as the Kihei Sand Restoration Project, so those were additional projects I believe,
unless they were, unless Mr. Lerner feels like they were part of the same thing that was
already in the Budget but this request came to us. Maybe we could ask Mr. Lerner.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mr. Lerner?

MR. LERNER: Yeah, I'm sorry. Sure, and I'm sorry. I'm not as familiar with that second piece.
I can clarify certainly that the written testimony we provided and the synopsis in oral
form here has been established as the Chair had mentioned. One is the Coastal
Processes Extension Program and the proposed Budget is submitted at 148,731, and
then the Dune Management and Public Access Program at 157,000.

VICE-CHAIR KING: Okay. Perhaps --
MR. LERNER: I don’t know if...
VICE-CHAIR KING: --if Ms. Owens knows.
MR. LERNER: I know...

VICE-CHAIR KING: If Ms. Owens is...

MR. LERNER: Yeah, I think Tara is...

VICE-CHAIR KING: She can clarify, I think, on the Dune Restoration Project. This request
came in from her.

MR. LERNER: Yeah.
MS. OWENS: Hi, everyone. This is Tara. Hopefully, you can hear me.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Yeah, we can hear you, but we’re not taking...we’re in public
testimony right now. So we’re going to complete public testimony and we can ask for
clarification when the item comes up. Mahalo, Ms. Owens. Okay. Mahalo, Committee
Vice-Chair King. Mahalo for your testimony, Mr. Lerner. I'm going to shut off your video
now that you've completed your testimony, so that I can see all the Councilmembers, as
many of the Councilmembers as possible in my gallery view. Okay. Mahalo for your
testimony.

MR. LERNER: Mahalo.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Next.
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MR. LERNER: Thank you.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo. The next person signed up to testify is Kevin Watkins
followed by George Burnette.

MR. WATKINS: Good morning, County Council.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Morning.

MR. WATKINS: So, I just start going, yeah. Like a ready, set, go for the timer, or...
CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Yeah, timer started already.

MR. WATKINS: Okay. I'm Kevin with Maui Sustainable Solutions and you guys may remember
me from coming in and talking with you guys prior to the Coronavirus and us adapting
to this new technological way of having meetings. I think a lot of you guys are familiar
with what I'm talking about, but mostly it’s a distributed network of alkaline refill
stations for our community is extremely beneficial in many ways. With the Coronavirus
currently, a lot of people, we’re—I'm sure you guys have seen the statistics—we’re the
second hardest hit in terms of job loss across the United States, and with these
distributed network of refill stations around in each of the districts around the County
that’s going to provide many benefits to our residential community. The first is it’s going
to be saving them lots of money. When you start to break down the numbers of bottled
water, I don’t know if you just, any of you think of your closest grocery store, gas station,
and how much it is for a liter of bottled water, and when you look at how much water a
human is supposed to drink per day, those numbers add up really quick when you
break them into monthly, quarterly, and annual figures to the tunes of thousands of
dollars annually that an individual can be spending on bottled water. We all know that
plastic is a problem in our oceans. You know, I'm not going to dive too deep in that. [
think we’re all on the same page with that, and so having this distributed network of
refill stations allows us to thoroughly, efficiently, and rapidly transition to the
plastic-free infrastructure we need to help save our oceans and our reefs and curtail
plastic pollution. Specifically, about the systems that my organization does, they are
FloWater. That company was originally started in Kauai, founded by a startup launcher
on Oahu and is now on the mainland. That’s a very long story short. These systems
were designed prior to the Coronavirus to be the most hygienic, efficient systems out on
the market. A key component of that is. . .they have these, it’s a soft-touch panel that’s
flat, be easily cleaned and wiped. It’s a large fill area, so there’s no need for bottle
contact with any of the other components, it’s designed for refillable use only, as
opposed to the push fountains like you see at the airport right now, where they, you
know, they make that arcing fountain and those are extremely unsanitary, and I haven'’t
seen a single one of those open, nor should there be in this current crisis. There’s a
long list of the different design features on these that I'm happily to send over to you
guys. I know that I only have a little bit of time right now, and I guess with this being
the Budget Committee, we'll get into the numbers. .. .(bell rings). . .
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CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo Mr. Watkins. We have a question from
Member Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you, Chair. So, I was just going to ask you that
question. How much do these units cost, and how are you envisioning it? How big is
it? I think I heard you talk about justification. Can you hear me?

MR. WATKINS: Right. Yeah, I can hear you clearly. So, the first question is cost. So normally,
the units are, normally what the...what our organization does is we do a subscription
model; but from talking with several people in the community, my understanding is that
the County can’t have an annual subscription or like rental so to speak of equipment,
and so we would wholesale the units to you. So, the wholesale on the units is normally
6,500. T've talked with my higher ups in supply chain, and we can get those down to
six grand a piece. And then what...so, that’s just for the system itself. The systems
have 6 filters inside that are $40 a piece, I believe, and those are meant to be changed
annually. Usually the first set of filters is the sediment and the pre-carbon filters, and
then there’s reverse osmosis, and then post-carbon, and the coconut filter in there.
Those are going to come later in the year. They have a higher volume that they can go
through. [ think that it’s something along the lines of 20,000 water bottle refills.
Something akin to this size is about a 40-ounce, it’s larger than a liter.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Perhaps you’d like to submit this detail to Member Sugimura
in writing?

MR. WATKINS: Yes.
COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Chair?

MR. WATKINS: So, I'm...so, I guess I needed to get a little bit more of an understanding from
you guys what you are looking for. So there’s, the wholesaling of the units, there’s the
filters which you would want to buy enough for in the first bit to have, to cover your
first...

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: We’re still in public testimony and not deliberating. So, if
you'd like to get those details directly to Member Sugimura, that would be great.
Member Paltin?

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: I just wanted to mention that this was one of my priority items,
and we worked together to do a breakdown, and so maybe Mr. Watkins could be a
resource for when we discuss the priorities. But if Member Sugimura wants to look at
my priorities under Parks and Rec, the breakdown is there for what we discussed.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Member Paltin. Mr. Watkins, would you like to serve
as a resource for when this item comes up? If so, please send your contact information
to EDB.Committee@mauicounty.us.

MR. WATKINS: Okay. The same as testifying for this meeting. Yeah.
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CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Testimony.

MR. WATKINS: Yeah, so I guess I would like—I know this is testimony, so--but let’s say when
I get a better understanding of how the County operates with long-term contracts. These
systems are designed to last for ten years, and so, you know I envisioned that --

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mr. Watkins?

MR. WATKINS: --I would be maintaining the system for that length, so I need to discuss that
with you guys more, so can I just, Yuki Lei Sugimura and Tamara Paltin will be my go-to
connections for that. Is that correct?

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. WATKINS: Wonderful.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo for your testimony.

MR. WATKINS: Thank you so much, County Council. Stay safe out there.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: The next testifier is George Burnette followed by
Barbara Halai Fernandez.

MR. BURNETTE: Can you hear me?

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Yes.

MR. BURNETTE: Awesome. Okay. Good morning, Council.
CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Good morning, George.

MR. BURNETTE: My name is George Burnette. I'm a member of the Maui Nui Marine Resource
Council but testifying as an individual. Unfortunately, the funding for the Maui Nui
Marine Resource Council is currently not in the proposed Budget, so I'm asking the
Council to reinstate the funding in 2021 to the level of $225,000 that was in the 2020
level. This funding is needed to support important programs for healthy coral reefs,
clean ocean water, and abundant native fish. Our current projects include ocean water
quality monitoring at 41 locations in South and West Maui through our
Hui O Ka Wai Ola program, also our oyster project to improve ocean water quality in
Ma'alaeca Bay. Another program we’re implementing our Pohakea Stormwater
Management program, which includes work to suppress wildfires in Pohakea Watershed
across from Ma'alaea Bay. County funding is particularly important for this project
because it will help match a two-year grant we have from the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation. This is helping us put Maui residents to work to install fire breaks in that
watershed. Preventing fires will also help the erosion that results and subsequent

-9.-



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND BUDGET COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

April 13, 2020

inundation of sediment into Ma'alaea Bay when it rains. Also, important right now
ongoing studies of those corals that are most resilient to climate change and adverse
conditions in Ma'alaea and Olowalu, and finally, our community education programs
including our monthly speaker series at the Maui Ocean Center. So, I urge the Council
to support our Maui Nui Marine Resource Council. I suggest using some of the monies "
designated for the Maui Visitors Bureau for this purpose. [ support significant
defunding of the Maui Visitors Bureau. I believe the need to address the declining health
of our surrounding oceans and reefs is more important in the long run than attempting
to attract yet more tourists here. I also support increased funding to support local
farmers and decrease our dependence on imported food. Thank you for the opportunity
to testify. I think you guys are amazing. Thank you.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Mr. Burnette. Members, any clarifying questions?
Committee Vice-Chair King?

VICE-CHAIR KING: Thank you, Chair. Thank you, Mr. Burnette, for being there. I almost
didn’t recognize you because of your haircut. Nice haircut. But so I, you know, you
know that the refunding of Maui Nui Marine Resource Council is one of my priority
items, and so --

MR. BURNETTE: Thank you.

VICE-CHAIR KING: --is there somebody...would it...is there somebody else that’s testifying? I
mean, [ wanted to ask you to be a resource, and I didn’t know if it was you or somebody
else.

MR. BURNETTE: I would be glad to be a resource, but I'm not really in the management of the
Council, and we do have some testifiers. [ don’t know if they’re going to be oral testifiers
today, but I know we have at least a handful of other testifiers that would be better
qualified than I am, but as far as I know, I'm not going anywhere today, so.

VICE-CHAIR KING: Okay. So, if we need you, if we don’t find one of the...I hate to use that
word better qualified because you’ve been doing so much...

MR. BURNETTE: No, that’s fine.

VICE-CHAIR KING: But anyway, Chair, I just wanted to make sure that we had a resource
from that organization and whether it’s Mr. Burnette or somebody else he recommends.
We'll see how the testimony unfolds.

MR. BURNETTE: Well, if you need a resource, I know I could get you one very quickly.

VICE-CHAIR KING: Okay. Great. Thank you.

MR. BURNETTE: Mahalo.
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CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: .. .(inaudible). . . Committee Vice-Chair King. Members, any
other need for questions? Seeing none, mahalo for your testimony this morning,
Mr. Burnette.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Chair?

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Oh, I'm sorry. I'm sorry.
COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Chair?

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: One last question from Member Sinenci.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Thank you, Mr. Burnette, for being here. Okay, I've got the
koofa thing going on, so I'll just speak. It looks like I proviso’d Maui Nui Network [sic]
in Friday’s under Environmental Protections. However, the 225 took us over the 1.9
that was allotted for Environmental Protection, so we still have to kind of look if we’re
going to increase that to include Maui Nui Marine Network [sic]. Thank you.

MR. BURNETTE: Member Sinenci, you broke up so I couldn’t gather that; but if you said
you'’re looking to increase our funds, we like that.

VICE-CHAIR KING: Chair? Just quick, real quickly, Chair.
CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Committee Vice-Chair King?

VICE-CHAIR KING: Okay, sorry about that. Ijust realized this was something that we already
went over in our previous meeting with the Office of the Mayor, so we won't...I just want
to make sure that Mr. Burnette knew that we didn’t need the resource here today. When
we get down to decision making, we might need that, but yeah, and the proposal was to
reinstate the 225 out of the existing funds, so thank you.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Committee Vice—Chair'King. Seeing no other hands
raising for questions, we will thank you for your testimony today, Mr. Burnette.

MR. BURNETTE: Thank you.
CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Next to testify is Barbara Halai Fernandez, followed by
Faith Chase, Maui Family Farmer Training Network. Ms. Fernandez?

Barbara Fernandez? Okay, we’ll come back to Ms. Fernandez.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Chair, I think she was on the phone and she was muted. It might
be the 264 number.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Yeah.
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CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Ms. Fernandez?

MS. FERNANDEZ: Yes. I'm on the phone, not the video presentation. I’'m not high tech.
CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Okay, it’s your turn to testify.

MS. FERNANDEZ: Okay, good. Aloha from Waiakoa, Kula.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Aloha.

MS. FERNANDEZ: I'm looking down on our farm and our animals. Chair and Members, I'm
very proud of you. I'm Barbara Halai Fernandez, and I wish to give testimony regarding
the Parks Department, and it also crosses over to Public Works now and their Budget.
I'm a member of our County Arborist Committee and Vice President of the non-profit
Maui Green & Beautiful. Parks Director, Karla Peters and her staff have done an
excellent job and they’re always available meeting or returning calls. A concern that we
have is we need an additional County Arborist. Tim, our new Arborist, is a wonderful
arborist. Our committee and Maui Green & Beautiful see so much sliding by Uncle
Ernest Rezents as we all know. He is full of knowledge and compiled the excellent Maui
County Planting Plan. Here’s the deal, another arborist needs to be making sure that
all the rules and guidelines are enforced. Better yet, nothing goes through the planning
unit like it used to. It also used to go planning unit and then the Arborist Committee.
So much is in writing but not enforced such as tree planting in the parking lots, street
trees in subdivisions. So, funding a new arborist especially if trees are removed or
damaged, there’s no enforcement to properly replant at this point. This is a large part
of people who get in touch with us through Maui Green & Beautiful because their
compliance to follow the rules are not taken to move forward. So, please consider an
additional arborist. And a comment about our community love parks. We all would
have loved to been able to spend reflection or spiritual time in a park for Good Friday
and/or Easter, but we as community, you as Council, and the Police all followed the
rules that Mayor Victorino set up. All I want to say is shame on him for breaking the
rules. You saw in the newspaper nobody under trees much closer than six-feet, windows
open. So, let’s just think about our parks and trees to need to keep Maui a beautiful
and cooling place and consider this arborist, a second arborist coming in to help enforce
the rules. Thank you and have a fun day.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Ms. Fernandez. Okay, we have a question from
Member Paltin.

MS. FERNANDEZ: Yes?

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you, Chair. Thank you, Ms. Fernandez, for your
testimony. I was wondering when you're talking about a second arborist, Parks already
used to have an arborist but it got moved to the Public Works. So, you’re saying instead
of bringing back the arborist from Public Works you want to just add on another
arborist?
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MS. FERNANDEZ: That’s correct because you are correct in what you said. The arborist was
part of the Parks Department and now he’s Public Works. So, yes, we are requesting
and it would be part of Public Works, I assume. I don’t know.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: So, you don’t want Parks to have their own arborist and Public
Works to have their own arborist, you want Public Works to have two arborists?

MS. FERNANDEZ: Yes, I believe that would be correct because the Department...Tim is now
part of Public Works, so I am saying the two arborists. Our other counties have multiple,
you know, like O*ahu has 12 arborists and Kaua'i has 4 arborists and stuff. So, our
concern is that there’s just no enforcement being done and an arborist, a second arborist
on board would help do that.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: And then, I had thought that when I read the details that the
position under Public Works wasn’t an arborist anymore. It was like an arboriculturist
or something like that. Is there a difference in the two or is the arborist a lower position
and it would be okay to have that and then have the other one be the arbor...shucks, I
can’t remember what it’s called but it wasn’t an arborist.

MS. FERNANDEZ: That’s an excellent question. Of course because of the situation with the
Coronavirus our meeting is not meeting, so Chris Reynolds is our Chair at the Arborist
Committee. I would like to ask him because we didn’t discuss what you’re saying.
That’s something I would need to let you know. I would...I'm assuming that it would be
two arborists on the same thing position. It wouldn’t be like an assistant or something.
It would be two actual arborists.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Okay, I think Public Works is up tomorrow, so if you can get back
to us tomorrow that’d be awesome. Thank you. Thank you, Chair.

MS. FERNANDEZ: Oh, that would be, thank you.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Member Paltin. Okay, Members, any other need for
clarifying questions? Seeing none, we’ll thank Ms. Fernandez for joining us this morning
and providing testimony. Mahalo, Ms. Fernandez.

MS. FERNANDEZ: Could I say one thing though? Could you please tell me how I could contact
her on exactly what she was asking me about her question or if she would like to repeat
that?

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Member Paltin?

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Me? Tamara?

MS. FERNANDEZ: Yes, could you repeat your question please?

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: If...what is the difference between an arborist and arboriculturist,
and my e-mail is tamara.paltin@mauicounty.us.
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MS. FERNANDEZ: Oh, great. Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Chair.
COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Member Paltin. Mahalo, Ms. Fernandez. Okay, next
to testify is Faith Chase, followed by phone number 775-247-4680. Ms. Chase?

MS. CHASE: Good morning, Council. Good morning, Committee. My comments are in regards
to the Parks and Recreation Department. This is a new idea. I don’t know what it looks
like, but I would encourage the Parks Department to consider a position that is a liaison
to the unsheltered and those living in their cars. In the past two weeks, my. . .or actually
the past month, my research has found that the Housing and Human Concerns doesn’t
have the bandwidth to get the on-the-ground sort of temperature of things going on and
all the bruddahs who are managing the parks who don’t want to go on record are very
empathetic, have really good ideas about workforce development, like almost employing
some of the people who don’t have places to be for part-time landscaping, really good
ideas but nobody wants to go on record. So, if the Parks and Recreation Department
consider a position that is a liaison to the houseless, the unsheltered that would be
really advantageous because quite frankly nobody is that in-between. You'’re not
supposed to do sweeps, what they call compassionate response unless there’s a bed at
shelters and there’s a lot of. . .that a lot of that is going on unfortunately, and nobody
is the voice of these people. So, this is just me making a stretch because, like I said,
the other departments can’t encompass this. So, if...I will put this in writing, and I
understand that Public Works is tomorrow. I don’t know if this is not the best day to
give testimony, but I'll share it with the related departments. Thank you.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Ms. Chase. Members, any need for questions?
Member Molina?

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yeah, thank you very much, Madam Chair. Just for
clarification--good morning, Faith---you mentioned a liaison like maybe someone who’s
a Park Ranger or Park Service Officer as a link or connection between the County and
the homeless.

MS. CHASE: Yes, that would be great. I just...liaison I'm using loosely ‘cause I'm not sure
what that position looks like, but when I went to a meeting with the Department of
Housing and Human Concerns about a month ago, I asked the two administrators, their
name escapes me right now, but Lori’s administrative heads, I said I just have to ask
you are you...do you feel overwhelmed, are you busy, you know, do you need...and the
answer was no. And if the Department of Housing and Human Concerns is not feeling
busy then another department needs to hapai this kuleana is my opinion. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay, thank you. It’s a good suggestion. Thank you, Madam
Chair.
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CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Member Molina. Okay, seeing no other hands raising
for questions, we’ll thank Ms. Chase for her testimony this morning. Mahalo,
Ms. Chase.

MS. CHASE: A hui hou.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Okay. And our last testifier for today is phone number
775-247-4680. Phone number 775-247-4680, it’s your turn to testify. I've unmuted
you, if you can please proceed.

MR. LION: Mahalo. Aloha, Chair, Committee, Council, and all participants, really the most
gratitude. Mahalo for all the testimony. This is Jonah Lion. I am calling in support of
Kevin Watkins, who testified earlier as well as all the participants. I would like to share
what is very present in the arena of water and that resource and how the filtered water
and slow water movement, how much of an impact and positive impact it can have on
a community. Normally, I feel and experience the water itself and the healing qualities
that it has for our own bodies but also with that the, what it does in transforming our,
the “aina and protecting of our most important natural resource is water, our oceans,
and our streams. As you know, [ spend a lot of time in nature on this island and on the
beaches, on the land and hikes, and while I'm doing this I pick up a lot of plastic and
do my duty to leave it better than I found it and always carrying around a reusable water
bottle and to be able to have the opportunity to refill water bottles with this water
technology, this structured technology, not only refills my body, but I feel very connected
and like I'm doing my civic responsibility to clean up the ‘aina and to maintain that and
to sustain that. And this is a truly sustainable movement and system and process that
will make a drastic impact. You know, imagining that they all of our plastic no longer,
you know, our single-use plastics no longer being here, and we’re seeing that initiative
happening all over the place in large cities on the mainland and other countries banning
single-use plastics and we’re doing a wonderful job here in Hawai‘i of moving towards
that and that this is a next step in that right direction. And we also have wonderful
technology that is available to us to as we pick up the plastics that are already out there,
which I think is a whole other initiative that we can bring volunteer participation and
even potentially funding our cleanup and with the industry of tourism where we are
currently in this lockout and with the Coronavirus that we can activate our island and
our people to clean up our island, clean up our homes. And this I think can all be put
into a wonderful teamwork and working together as a ‘ohana and . . .finaudible). . .
.. .(bell rings). . . And so, I hear that that’s my time. [ just wanted to show up in full
support of everything that’s shared here, and how we can save...do our part and leaving
it better than we found it and regenerating with sustainable...sustain a movement. And
. . .(inaudible). . . Mahalo, a hui hou.

CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Mr. Lion. Members, any need for clarifying his
testimony? Okay, seeing none, we’ll thank you so much for your testimony this

morning.

MR. LION: Thank you. Mahalo and aloha.
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